Southern States Communication Association 2027
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Rhetoric & Public Address Division
VP & Program Planner: Celnisha Dangerfield (cdangerfield@transy.edu)

The Rhetoric and Public Address Division invites submissions for competitive selection
for the SSCA 2027 Conference to be held in Mobile, AL. We especially welcome
submissions that address the convention theme, “Curiosity.” We also encourage
submissions related to the conference site—Mobile, AL.

Despite great apathy across the globe, there is proof that curiosity is alive and well. In
our thirst for knowledge, we are charged to identify, challenge, celebrate and engage
with texts that help shape our discipline. This call is an opportunity to showcase the kind
of inquisitiveness that positions rhetoricians to study the people, places, events, and
causes that connect us to the past and prepare us to step into the future. Our host city
exemplifies how our curiosity about place can shape our work.

Mobile is an active port city where history and memory collide with commercialization
and nautical themes. As both the birthplace of Mardi Gras and the final resting place for
Clotilda—the wreckage of the last known ship to carry enslaved people to this country,
the city reflects the complex history of this nation. SSCA’s 2027 conference site is fertile
ground for exploring the intersections of rhetoric and curiosity. This call is an invitation to
consider how memory is not only held in museums, but by communities across the local
and regional landscape. We seek conference submissions that interrogate how our
curiosities are piqued by place, space, and location; historical figures and events that
extend rhetoric’s reach; and the contemporary social, environmental, technological and
political challenges. Submissions may address Mobile’s shipbuilding industry and its
influences on architecture and urban planning, as well as the tourism industry that
thrives around the city’s connection to the waterways, food, music, dance and folklore
that shape the region. Moreover, in this politically charged moment, when maps and
borders are quickly challenged and discarded, submissions may also address
Alabama’s historical influence on voting rights in the United States and contemporary
uses of public address and protest amid democratic uncertainty.

Finally, we invite critical reflections that address how we can widen our tents without
letting curiosity bleed into appropriation. What research approaches will help us share
untold narratives while still honoring the people and cultures we share? What questions
are we overlooking because of our allegiance to tradition? How do we theorize past the
blind spots that hinder our curiosity?



Awards: The division recognizes exceptional scholarship with two awards: Top Student
Paper and Top Faculty Paper. The top student paper will also be entered into the SSCA
Robert Bostrom Young Scholar Award competition.

We strongly encourage graduate student submissions, panels that showcase a
collaborative spirit between seasoned and emerging scholars, and presentations that
push us to think about rhetoric and public address in new and exciting ways.

Competitive Paper Submissions: Competitive papers are completed research
projects dealing with a substantive critical, methodological, or theoretical
contribution. Paper submissions should include 1) the paper with all identifying
information removed, 2) a separate cover page with the paper/performance title,
author(s)’ names, institutional affiliation(s), contact information, and an abstract of
no more than 200 words. Papers should be limited to 25 pages (excluding
references).

All papers must be electronically submitted to the SSCA convention site at
https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member

Extended Abstracts (of paper ideas or research in progress):

Extended abstracts should be 800-1,000 words and offer a clear overview of the
project's argument, methods, and contribution to rhetorical studies. These
submissions should also follow standard procedures for removing any
information that identifies the author and/or the institution within the paper and
within the document’s metadata.

Thematic Panel or Roundtable Submissions:

Thematic panel proposals are for a slate of papers focused on a central topic
or theme. This type of session typically includes 3-5 presentations. Submissions
must include 1) a panel title, 2) an overall panel rationale (no more than 200
words) and 3) the following information about each presentation on the panel: a)
the presentation title, b) the presentation author(s), with their institutional
affiliation(s) and contact information, and c) the presentation abstract (no more
than 200 words per abstract). Compile each of these sections into one single
document/file and submit in the “paper upload option” on the XCD platform.

Roundtable proposals bring together a group of scholars to discuss a topic or
theme. This type of session typically has between 4-7 presentations.



Submissions must include 1) a session title, 2) an overall session rationale (no
more than 200 words), 3) a list of participants’ names with their institutional
affiliations and contact information. Each of these sections should be compiled
into one single document/file and submitted in the “paper upload option” on the
XCD platform.

All panel or roundtable proposals must be electronically submitted to the SSCA
convention site at https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member

Submission Protocol:

Submissions to SSCA must be original research that has not been published or
presented at another regional, national, or international conference. Also, the same
paper or panel should not be submitted to more than one division. Divisions and interest
groups reserve the right to reject any submissions that do not adhere to these
submission standards.

Anonymous Review: All papers submitted should follow standard procedures
for removing any information that identifies the author and/or the institution within
the paper and within any document metadata. Divisions reserve the right to reject
papers not following these standards.

Note: The best practice is to submit proposals from members that reflect
institutional diversity and, where possible and relevant, include potential
new members.

Student Papers: For student paper submissions, please indicate “STUDENT” on
the first page of the manuscript and select “Student Paper” during the submission
process. The division’s Top Student Paper will be entered into the SSCA Robert
Bostrom Young Scholar Award competition.

Note: While the division encourages collaboration between students and
faculty members, a paper co-authored by a student and a faculty member
should not be submitted as a student paper. For a submission to be
considered a student paper and to be eligible for student awards, all
authors of the paper must be students at the time the paper is submitted

Audio-Visual Support: Audio-visual support is extremely limited. To maintain
affordable conference rates, audiovisual support should be requested only when
necessary. A rationale statement should be part of your submission to the



division planner. Requests will be considered, but approval is not guaranteed.
Please consider alternatives to A/V presentations whenever possible. (One
alternative may be a shareable QR code that audience members can access
from their own personal devices.)

Submission Deadline:

Submissions must be submitted online no later than 11:59 p.m. PST on Tuesday,
September 15, 2026. Go to the submission site by going to the conference website
(https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member) and clicking the submission link. First-time
visitors to the site will need to create an account. Return visitors will need to use the
same email address they used to establish the account. To avoid technical problems,
early submission is strongly advised. Any submission that does not meet the above
requirements will not be accepted for review.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Rhetoric and Public Address
Division Vice-Chair and Planner, Celnisha Dangerfield (cdangerfield@transy.edu).



