Political Communication Division Call for Papers
SSCA 2027 in Mobile, AL

Political Communication Division
VP & Program Planner: Shana Bridges, smbridges@georgiasouthern.edu

The Political Communication Division invites submissions for competitive selection for
the 2027 SSCA Conference to be held in Mobile, Alabama. We especially welcome
submissions that address the convention theme, “Curiosity,” or focus on
historical/contemporary political communication relevant to the conference setting --
Mobile, AL.

As SSCA’s 2027 convention call articulates, the theme of curiosity encourages us to ask
“bold(er) questions...even outside our usual areas of expertise...that involve
interdisciplinary approaches or mixed methods.” You are encouraged to revisit “old
questions with new eyes and fresh perspectives” and to ask new questions, push
boundaries, and think outside the box. What are you curious about?

The Political Communication Division will consider papers, panels,
roundtables, and extended abstracts that address emerging topics of inquiry in the
field, employ new or established methods of examining political communication, and
explore the exchange of ideas and opinions between citizens, public officials, various
types of media, and other stakeholders and institutions.

Topics include (but are not limited to) the 2026 midterm elections, domestic and
international political communication on such issues as war, foreign and domestic
policy, political leadership, international relations, political communication and social
media, political division, “these unprecedented times,” and anything else you might be
curious about and willing to explore.

Deadlines: Submissions must be uploaded online no later than 11:59 p.m. PST on
Tuesday, September 15, 2026. You can get to the submission site by visiting the
conference website (https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member) and clicking the
submission link.

Any work submitted to this division should be original research that has not
been presented at another conference, previously published, or submitted
to any other SSCA divisions for consideration.

Submissions should be either a Microsoft Word document or a PDF.
All submissions should eliminate any identifying information for the
document (e.g., file name, headings, and metadata associated with the
document).

How to remove identifying metadata from a Microsoft Word Document
How to remove identifying metadata from a PDF document



mailto:smbridges@georgiasouthern.edu
https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/remove-hidden-data-and-personal-information-by-inspecting-documents-presentations-or-workbooks-356b7b5d-77af-44fe-a07f-9aa4d085966f
https://www.adobe.com/acrobat/hub/remove-metadata-pdf.html

File names for any submission should include the division name and type of
submission, i.e., paper, panel, roundtable, extended abstract.
(Eg. policomm_ panel)

Competitive Paper Submissions: All submissions must be electronically submitted
to the SSCA convention site at https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member.

Competitive papers are completed research projects (that have not been previously
presented or published) dealing with a substantive critical, methodological, or
theoretical contribution to the study of political communication.

Submissions must include 1) the paper with all identifying information removed
(including file name and metadata); 2) a separate cover page with the paper title,
author(s)’ names, institutional affiliation(s), and contact information; and 3) an abstract
of no more than 200 words.

For a submission to be assigned for review, please follow the instructions on the
convention site. For the purposes of anonymous review, please omit all
author-identifying information from the document.

All papers submitted will be considered for the Division’s Top Paper Awards for faculty
and student work. For student papers, indicate “STUDENT” on the first page of the
manuscript, and indicate “Student Paper” during the submission process. The Division’s
Top Student Paper will be submitted for consideration for the SSCA Bostrom Young
Scholar Award.

Extended Abstract Submissions: All submissions must be electronically submitted
to the SSCA convention site at https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member.

The division prefers completed paper submissions, yet since the SSCA submission
deadline is before the 2026 midterm elections, we will also consider extended abstracts.

Extended abstract submissions should be 2-6 double-spaced pages long (not to
exceed 1,500 words) and should provide a brief overview of the study. Authors should
include an introduction to the topic of study; research objectives/questions;
acknowledgement of the literature the study is expanding on/in conversation with;
methods; and an initial discussion of key findings and conclusions. Extended abstracts
should be written concisely yet include enough detail to give the reviewers a clear
understanding of the larger project.

Submissions should not include identifying metadata but should include a title page
with a working title, the author’s name and institutional affiliation, and their contact
information.

The deadline for the initial submission of extended abstracts is the same as the regular
conference deadline (September 15).


https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member
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Authors whose extended abstracts are accepted must provide a full paper
before the 2027 conference. This paper must be submitted to the Program
Planner, Shana Bridges (smbridges@georgiasouthern.edu) by January 15,
2027, at 11:59 PM (Central Time). I will send a reminder email prior to the
deadline.

Note: Extended abstracts will not be considered for top paper awards.

Panel Submissions: All submissions must be electronically submitted to the SSCA
convention site at https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member.

Panel proposals are for a slate of papers focused on a central topic or theme. This
type of session typically has between 3-5 presentations.

Submissions must include 1) a panel title, 2) an overall panel rationale (no more
than 200 words), and 3) the following information about EACH presentation on the
panel: a) the presentation title, b) the presentation author(s), with their institutional
affiliation(s) and contact information, and c) the presentation abstract (no more than
200 words per abstract). All of this should be compiled in a single document and
submitted in the “paper upload option” on the XCD platform. A best practice for

all Divisions is to submit panel proposals with diverse participants comprised of
individuals representing different institutions, and where possible and relevant,
potential new members.

Round Table Submissions: All submissions must be electronically submitted to the
SSCA convention site at https://www.xedsystem.com/ssca/member.

Round table proposals bring together a group of scholars to discuss a topic or theme.
This type of session typically has between 4-7 presentations.

Submissions must include 1) a session title, 2) an overall session rationale (no more
than 200 words), and 3) a list of participants’ names with their institutional affiliations
and contact information. All of this should be compiled in a single document and
submitted in the “paper upload option” on the XCD platform.

Roundtables are submitted through the same process as competitive
papers; just be sure to select the appropriate submission type when
prompted. The submitter will be able to add other panelists as “authors” after the
initial submission. Upload a copy of the panel, listing the description/rationale,
panelists, and, if appropriate, panelists’ individual topics; upload this at the “Upload
Paper” prompt.

A best practice for all Divisions is to submit round table proposals with diverse
participants comprised of individuals representing different institutions, and where
possible and relevant, potential new members.
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Anonymous Review: All competitive papers submitted should follow standard
procedures for removing any information that identifies the author and/or the
institution within the paper and within any document metadata. Divisions and
Interest Groups reserve the right to reject any papers not following these standards.

Student Papers: All papers submitted will be considered for the Division’s Top Paper
Award. For student papers, indicate “STUDENT” on the first page of the manuscript,
and indicate “Student Paper” during the submission process. The Division’s Top Student
Paper will be submitted for consideration for the SSCA Bostrom Young Scholar Award.
For a submission to be considered a student paper and to be eligible for student awards
or recognition, all authors of the paper must be students at the time the paper is
submitted. A paper co-authored by a student and a faculty member, for instance, will
not be classified as a student paper.

Debut Papers: A “debut paper” is one submitted by an author or authors who are
presenting at SSCA for the first time. Please click “debut” when submitting on XCD.

Pertinent to all submissions:

Deadlines: Submissions must be uploaded online no later than 11:59 p.m. PST on
Tuesday, September 15, 2026. You can get to the submission site by visiting the
conference website (https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member) and clicking the
submission link.

First-time visitors to the conference website will need to create an account. Return
visitors will need to make sure to use the same email address that they used to establish
the account. To avoid technical problems, early submission is strongly advised. Any
submission not meeting the above requirements will not be accepted for review.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Division Vice-Chair and Planner
Shana Bridges at smbridges@georgiasouthern.edu.
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