
SSCA Interpersonal Communication Division 

Business Meeting Agenda 

Friday, April 10, 2026, 5:30-6:30 pm 

East J 

 

2025-2026 Division Officers 

Immediate Past Chair: Lindsey Aloia, University of Arkansas 

Chair: Erin Basinger, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Vice Chair: Kellie Brisini, Louisiana State University 

Vice Chair Elect: Quentin Bernhold, University of Tennessee 

Secretary: Aubree Herman, Texas Tech University  

 

13 people in attendance  

 

I. Call to Order (E. Basinger)   

 

II. Approval of 2025 Business Meeting Minutes 

 
A. Additions, suggestions, motion to approve 

B. Motion to approve (L. Aiola)  

1. Approved (Passed E. Basinger)  

 

III. Officer Reports 

A. Chair (E. Basinger) 

1. Membership # - Across all divisions, membership is down and has not 

recovered since pre-COVID.  

a) Division membership # - 70.  

(1) Highest in recent years (#107; 2nd largest division).  

(2) Encourage colleagues and students to take advantage of a 

relatively inexpensive membership.  

2. Rates of membership are going up (going up $20-25 if passed in the 

business meeting, lowering the current deficit by approx. 50%).  

a) 2nd least expensive regional conference to attend.   

b) Strong representation from a few larger schools (e.g., Tennessee). 

3. Brainstorming ways to increase membership.  

a) Target particular universities to see if they can send faculty to 

SSCA to help build and push membership.  

b) Potentially recruit from KHC, which occurs every two years.  



c) Discussion about dedicating allocated presentation slots to some 

type of networking/social activity/faculty mentorship/professional 

development.  

d) Scholars can help convince graduate students to come to the 

regional conference if promised a tailored mentorship experience 

(e.g., potential job talks, discussion about theory, or things that 

may not be possible at NCA).  

e) Cross-promotion across divisions, scholar-to-scholar office hours 

(invite scholars who don’t always come to SSCA). 

f) Increase media presentation, which has been nonexistent.  

4. SSCA 2027, “Curiosity” in Mobile, AL.  

a) Myrtle Beach location passed for SSCA 2030.  

5. Discussion about potentially changing the nomination process to allow 

for more people to volunteer to serve in IPC division leadership roles.  

a) Check the bylaws, as it may already be in there from during 

COVID.  

 

B. Vice Chair & Convention Report (K. Brisini) 

1. 20 individual paper submissions, 85% acceptance rate.  

2. 18 reviewers who conducted 2-3 reviews.  

3. 10 sessions total for primary sponsorship.  

 

C. Vice Chair Elect (Q. Bernhold) 

1. Expressed appreciation for those who reviewed for the division this year.  

 

IV. Awards  

A. Top Paper: Quentin Bernhold, University of Tennessee 

B. Top Student Paper: Aubree Herman & Mackenzie Mickavicz, Texas Tech 

University 

 

V. Election of Officers 

A. Vice Chair-Elect  

1. Lindsay Aloia (University of Arkansas)  

a) Motion to Approve  

b) Approved  

B. Secretary 

1. Carolina Diaz (Florida Atlantic University) 

a) Motion to Approve 



b) Approved  

 

VI. Announcements 

A. Two interpersonal panels taking place on 4/11 @ 9:30 AM and one panel at 2:45 

PM.  

B. Communication theory business meeting 4/11 @ 4:15 PM.  

 

VII. Adjourn (K. Brisini) 


