Southern States Communication Association (SSCA)
Intercultural Communication Division (ICD)
2025 Annual Business Meeting Minutes
Date: Friday, April 10, 2026 | Time: 5:36 p.m. — 6:17 p.m. | Location: East F

ICD Elected Officers:

Lionnell "Badu™ Smith, San Francisco State University, Inmediate Past Chair (Presiding)
Amy Heuman, Texas Tech University, Chair (in absentia)

Curtis Chamblee, University of Minnesota, Vice Chair (in absentia)

Sophia Flemming, University of Georgia, Vice Chair-Elect

Carolina Perez, Texas Tech University, Secretary (in absentia)

[. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:36 p.m. by Lionnell "Badu” Smith, who
welcomed attendees and noted that he was presiding in the absence of Chair, Amy
Heuman and Vice Chair, Curtis Chamblee.

II.  Approval of Minutes
The 2025 Business Meeting Minutes were distributed to attendees at the meeting. A
motion to approve was made and seconded. The minutes were approved.

lll.  Officer Reports
A. Chair/Vice Chair Reports
The following convention programming report was delivered on behalf of the
Chair:

e The division received a total of 13 submissions for the 2026 annual
convention: 11 competitive papers and 2 roundtable/discussion panel
submissions.

e 12 submissions were accepted (93%) and 1 was rejected (7%).

e Accepted submissions were organized into 5 panel slots, including 4
presentation panels and the annual division business meeting.

Following the report, a discussion ensued regarding strategies to increase
submissions to the division. Key points raised included:

e Submissions have declined since a high of approximately 24-26 in 2024,
with location, institutional funding constraints, and the national climate
around DEI cited as contributing factors.

e A previously proposed amendment to rename the division from
"Intercultural Communication" to "Intercultural and International
Communication" was revisited. The proposal was noted to have been
well-received at the NCA mid-year meeting but met with resistance when
brought to then SSCA Division executive officers. Concerns raised
included the distinct disciplinary meanings of “intercultural,” "cross-



cultural,” and "international” communication, and the historical association
of "international communication" with media studies rather than human
relationships.

e Members discussed alternative approaches to increasing membership
and submissions, including expanding where the call for papers is
publicized, emphasizing international and transnational perspectives
within the call itself, and reaching out to scholarly communities not
traditionally targeted by the division.

e No formal action was taken. These strategies were taken under
advisement for consideration by incoming leadership.

B. Vice Chair-Elect (Sophia Flemming)
The vice chair-elect presented information on the 2027 SSCA Annual

Convention:

e Date: April 7-11, 2027

e Location: Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel in Mobile, Alabama

e Theme: “Curiosity”
The theme invites scholars, students, and teachers of communication to
interrogate the concept of curiosity — what it is, what it means for communication
research and pedagogy, and what new or revisited questions it opens up across
disciplinary boundaries. The theme encourages interdisciplinary approaches,
mixed methods, and questions relevant to both disciplinary debates and
community problems.

Following the presentation, members engaged in a brainstorming discussion
about how the division might frame its call for papers in relation to the Curiosity
theme.

New Business (Association Updates)
The immediate past chair shared the following updates from the 2026 SSCA
Executive Council meetings:

A. DEI Committee Name Change: The association voted to rename the DEI
Committee to the Community Building Committee. An ad hoc committee led
Narissra Punyanunt-Carter (SSCA, Vice President) will continue to address
related matters. The name change will be reflected throughout the association's
constitutional framework, including the renaming of any associated awards
consistent with the new committee name.

B. Updated Membership and Registration Fee Structure: The association voted
to adopt a new membership fee model. The updated fees are as follows:
e Regular membership: $65 — $75
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VI.

VII.

e Sustaining membership: $100 — $150

e Patron membership: $200 (unchanged)

e Graduate student membership: $30 — $25 (decrease)
e Emeritus membership: $30 — $50 [please confirm]

e Institutional membership: $100 — $125

e Premium affiliation: $125 — $150

e Life membership: $1,600 — $2,000

Conference registration fees were noted to have increased similarly. Members
noted that SSCA's fees remain significantly lower than most other regional
communication associations.

C. New Association Appointments
e Nikia Welch was voted in as the new Strategic Communications Director.
e Joshua Guitar was named the new editor of the Southern
Communication Journal.

Elections
Two positions were open for nomination. Vice Chair-Elect who will plan the 2028
conference in Memphis, Tennessee; and Secretary who will serve a two-year term.

A. Vice Chair Elect
e Samantha Guajardo (University of Texas, Rio Grande Valley) self-
nominated for the position of Vice Chair Elect.
e A motion to close nominations was made and seconded.
e Samantha Guardo was elected Vice Chair Elect.

B. Secretary
e Lionnell “Badu” Smith (San Francisco State University) self-nominated
for the position of Secretary, noting prior experience in the role.
e A motion to close nominations was made and seconded.
e Badu was elected Secretary.

Announcements
The floor was opened for announcements. No formal announcements were

recorded.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 6:17
p.m.



