
Identity, Inclusion, and Social Justice Division 
Southern States Communication Association 
Business Meeting Minutes 
Date: April 11, 2026 
Time: 4:15–5:30 PM 
Location: Birmingham, AL  

i. Immediate Past Chair: Chandra Maldonado, Campbell University
ii. Chair: Josh Miller, Independent Scholar
iii. Vice Chair: Rico Self, North Carolina State University
iv. Vice Chair Elect: Shawna Sheperd- Murtagh, North Carolina State 

University
v.Secretary: Shawna Sheperd- Murtagh, North Carolina State University

Call to Order 
● The meeting was called to order at 4:20 PM (CDT) by First Vice Chair Rico Self.

A. Chair Report – Rico Self/Chandra Maldonado (Josh Miller not present)
● The Executive Council met to discuss and vote on several proposed amendments.

○ A key topic of discussion was a name change for the division, they voted on the
name “Community Building” for this upcoming year.

■ This matter will most likely continue to be debated at next year’s meeting.
○ The 2030 convention location was confirmed as Myrtle Beach, SC, with the

theme “Curiosity.”
○ A budget adjustment was approved, including an increase in membership fees:

● Many membership fees will increase by $25 per person
● Life membership will increase to $2,000.

B. First Vice Chair Report – Rico Self
● For the 2026 convention, the division received 19 submissions:

○ 16 individual papers
○ 3 roundtables
○ All 19 submissions were accepted.

● A anonymous review process was implemented, with two reviewers per paper.
● The division was allocated 12 program slots, including the business meeting.
● While a formal top paper panel was not organized, both a Top Student Paper and Top

Faculty Paper were recognized.
○ Submissions were highly competitive, with many focusing on queer topics,

effectively forming a thematic panel
● The program was successful and well received.



C. Second Vice Chair Report – Shawna Sheperd-Murtagh 
● Initial planning has begun for the 97th Annual Convention in Mobile, AL. 
● Additional information regarding division slots and submission timelines will be shared 

as it becomes available. 
 

3. Discussion / Action Items 
A. SSCA Executive Council Report 

● The 97th Annual Convention will take place April 7–11, 2027, at the Renaissance 
Riverview in Mobile, AL. 

● The Council discussed the leadership rotation process within the division and discussed 
the possibility of adding an official secretary position.  

B. Awards 
● Student Award: 

○ Kenneth Avery, Jr. (University of Memphis), Paper: “Black Queer Belonging 
After Midnight: Identity, Navigation, and Space-Making at The Pump” 

○ Recipient not present; award to be sent 
● Faculty Award: 

○ Nur E. Makbul (University of Alabama in Huntsville), Paper: “Postcolonial 
Legacies and the Erasure of Queer Health in South Asia” 

○ Recipient present and accepted the award 

C. Planning for 97th Annual Convention (Mobile, AL) 
● 97th Annual Convention, April 7th - 11th, 2027, Renaissance Riverview, Mobile, AL 
● Early planning efforts are underway. 
● Members are encouraged to contribute ideas and participate in program development. 
● A call for reviewers will be circulated; a running list will be maintained. 

 
D. Election of Second Vice Chair 

● David Nguyen (North Carolina State University) was self-nominated. 
○ The nomination was seconded by Rico Self. 

● David Nguyen was elected as Second Vice Chair (DBNguye3@ncsu.edu) 
 
4. Announcements 

● Appreciation was expressed to members for their continued support, participation, and 
contributions to the division. 

● No additional announcements were made. 
 
5. Adjournment 

● The meeting adjourned at 4: 41 pm (CDT) by the new First Vice Chair Shawna Sheperd-
Murtagh.  

 


