
Agenda  
Freedom of Speech Business Meeting 

Friday April 10, 2026, 5:30–6:30pm. Room: East G 
I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes and Agenda- Agenda approved  

III. Officer Reports 

A. Chair, John Banister 

EC Committee: 

-Approved by membership to change fee structure (2nd most affordable) 

-The membership approved to change the DEI Committee to Community 
Building  

Appointments:  

-SSCA Strategic Communication Director: Nakia Welsh (San Jacinto College) 

-Incoming SCJ Editor: Josh Guitar (Kean University) 

B. Vice Chair and Program Planner, Joshua Guitar 

                      SSCA 2026: 10 Submission/ 8 Acceptance  

-5 papers  

-3 extended abstracts 

-1 Paper panel  

-1 Discussion Panel  

C. Vice Chair Elect, Shanna Schultz 

Location and Theme SSCA 2027:  Mobile, AL –Curiosity  

 D. Secretary, Chandra Maldonado 

IV. Presentation of Awards 

A. Top Student Paper Award: Jessi Boaz, Abilene Christian University, “Rankin’s 
Apologia and Accusation: Reclaiming a Voice Lost in History” 

B. Top Faculty Paper Award: David Dewberry, Rider University, “‘How Much Have 
You Had to Drink?’ and Other Questions to Ask the Police: Reading Bakhtin vis-à-vis 
Free Speech” 



C. James Madison Prize: Kellie Marin, Texas State University, “See Someone, Say 
Someone: Doxing Vision as Usurping the Rhetoric of Whistleblowing” In From a 
Whisper to a Movement: Investigating the Shared Rhetorical Spaces of Whistleblowing 
and Social Protest, edited by Joshua Guitar and Alan Chu (SUNY Press, 2025).  

V. Nomination and Election of Vice Chair Elect (Planner for SSCA 2028, Memphis, TN) 

Kellie Marin, Texas State University, Email: Kellie.Marin@txstate.edu 

VI. Old Business 

VII. New Business 

A. Proposed Changes to Bylaws: All changes have been approved through division vote 
at business meeting. 

Change 1: Article V, Section 1 will read “The officers of the division shall consist 
of the chair, the vice chair, the vice chair elect, and the secretary.” 

Change 2: Add Article V, Section 6 to read “The secretary will serve a two-year 
term and is responsible for maintaining division records and coordinating with the 
SSCA Webmaster to post updated documents on the website.”  

Change 3: Amend Article VIII by striking “10th edition” and replacing it with 
“12th edition.” 

n Instead use “latest edition” to avoid amendments in the future. 

Change 4: Fix numbering scheme of articles such that Amendment to Bylaws and 
Communication Law Review.  

B. Discussion of formalizing procedures for Madison to include potential changes to 
division bylaws.  

New information: 

n Book: Instead of submitting entire book, submit sample book chapter  
n Deadline: change to January 15th  
 

C. Discussion or clarification of the relationship between FoS division and 
Communication Law Review.  

n  To discuss at a later time.  

VIII. Adjournment 

 

 


