
 Apr 10, 2026 5:49 PM CST

African American Communication 

Division Meeting Minutes 

Southern States Communication Association Conference – Birmingham, AL 

Meeting Location: BJCC – East D 

 

Meeting called to order by Cicely Wilson at 5:49 PM CST. 

 

Attendees 

1.​ Cicely Wilson – Chair 

2.​ Natonya Listach – Vice-Chair/Division Planner 

3.​ Amber Alston – Executive Assistant 

4.​ Davia Lassiter 

5.​ Melissa Williams  

Agenda 

Topic Time File Division 

Member 

Reframing the African American Communication 

Division & Bylaws Creation 

35 min N/A Cicely Wilson 

Natonya 

Listach 

Amber Alston 

Membership Criteria 10 min N/A Cicely Wilson 

Natonya 

Listach 

Amber Alston 

Social Media Announcements 5 min N/A Amber Alston 

Natonya 

Listach 

 



Key Discussion Summary 

●​ State of the Division 

○​ At last year’s conference, there were conversations regarding creating 

bylaws for the division. During this year’s conference, we are starting with 

a new canvas with guidance and template creation based on AACCD’s 

bylaws on the national level and ACD’s bylaws on the regional level for 

more region-specific wording, qualifications, and so on.  

○​ Amber Alston volunteered to create a document with a draft of the bylaws. 

She mentioned that these will be sent to the Webmaster for uploading 

before the next conference.  

○​ The division committee will confer at the end of May 2026 for a more 

detailed discussion on what should be included in this document and how 

it should best represent the aims of the division and the association.  

●​ Summary of Submissions, Review Processes, and Awards  

○​ Natonya Listach noted that there will be more clarification moving 

forward on the calls for submissions, and the number of submissions 

received, accepted, and which submissions qualify for awards.  

●​ Call for Participation 

○​ We motioned for a call to participation, particularly for reviewing papers 

for next year and taking positions on the executive board. No 

self-nominations on the floor. We will continue with the executives 

mentioned above in “Attendance”.  

○​ Due to the shortage of people, we will hold these positions until further 

notice. From the meeting, we discussed positions being maintained for 

this year’s conference (2026) and next year’s conference (2027).  

●​ Membership Overview 

○​ Natonya Listach noted that there will be more clarity going forward about 

the state of membership within the division and ways that we can grow 

exposure on social media outlets.  

●​ Social Media Outlets 

○​ Amber Alston volunteered to make interactive flyers consisting of 

announcements pertaining to submission calls, submission deadlines, 

business meetings, panels, and paper presentations during the conference.  

Action Items 

​ Create AACD’s bylaws. 

​ Send meeting minutes to SSCA’s Webmaster for posting.  



​ Create Call for Papers for SSCA 2027 – Conference Theme: 

Curiosity 

​ Create Marketing Material for SSCA 2027 

 

Extra Details 

Raw notes 

●​  SSCA 2026 Raw Notes

Announcements, Accolades, COMMunity 

Notes 

●​ No announcements from the community. 

●​ No present accolades to note from the community.  

●​ No outstanding notes from the community. 

 
Motion to adjourn meeting called by Amber Alston at 6:36 PM CST. 

Meeting adjourned by Cicely Wilson at 6:37 PM CST. 

 

Cicely Wilson, Chair 

Natonya Listach, Vice-Chair 

Amber Alston, Executive Assistant 

 

Meeting Minutes created by Amber Alston, Executive Assistant 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qV22hSGrR79foB-MI5D2EPS6Alti7kPm
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