Candidate Biography – Benjamin R. Bates
Benjamin R. Bates (Ben) currently serves as Professor of Communication Studies at Ohio University. Ben has demonstrated a commitment to the communication discipline through his leadership, dedicated mentorship, and prolific scholarship.
Ben’s connection to SSCA began in 1999 during graduate studies at the University of Georgia. He has been a life member since 2003. His most recent service to SSCA was as Editor of Southern Communication Journal. During his editorship, Ben championed diverse methodological voices and prioritized high-quality, impactful scholarship that reflects the breadth of SSCA’s areas of interest.
Ben’s extensive disciplinary leadership experience includes serving as the President of the Eastern Communication Association. At ECA, Ben institutionalized the Community College CONNECT conference-within-a-conference as an ongoing, biennial event to provide programming, professional development and networking opportunities. He also established travel scholarships and discounted conference rates for part-time faculty and graduate students. The ECA has also recognized Ben as a Distinguished Research and Distinguished Teaching Fellow. 
Ben believes that mentorship is the cornerstone of a thriving academic community. He has guided dozens of graduate and undergraduate students from their first conference presentations to successful careers in academia and public service. For this deep and ongoing involvement, Ben was named Outstanding Faculty Mentor six times for his program. 
An internationally recognized researcher, Ben has co-authored more than 100 publications and received over 20 top paper awards. These include Top Paper awards from SSCA in the Intercultural, Applied, Popular Culture, and Gender Studies divisions. Ben’s work sits at the intersection of rhetoric and social science, focusing on the public understanding of health and healing. His work through the Healthy Living Initiative in Ecuador uses culture-centered communication to enact social, economic, and political change. This research background allows Ben to bridge the methodological and theoretical interests represented at SSCA.

