
If we build it, they will indeed come!
It looks like Memphis 2010 will be
one of the SSCA’s largest conven-

tions packed with lots of positive com-
munication experiences sure to keep all
of our communication minds very happy.

We look forward to the Vice
President’s Plenary Lecture Series —
Happy Hours for the Communication
Mind featuring Jim Baesler (a leading
communication researcher studying
prayer), Doug Kelley (one of the field’s
learning scholars studying how we com-
municate forgiveness), and Larry Frey
(the field’s leading expert in the area of
communication activism).

We will learn from a memorable Civil
Rights Panel — Rhetorical Genealogy,
Memory and the Speeches of Fannie Lou
Hamer with an appearance by this civil
rights’ activist’s daughter.

We will experience a Positive
Communication Experiential Meditation
Session — Dr. Christine Kiesinger,
George Washington University.

We will hone our observation skills by

taking an ethnographic field trip to Beale
Street and beyond lead by expert field
guides of the SSCA Ethnography Interest
Group.

We will reflect during Workshops:

In looking back over the goals and plans
set by Association leadership over the
past 10 years, I have taken stock in what

we as an Association have accomplished
and would like to share some good news
with you.

Among the initiatives identified in the
2006 leadership retreat led by then President
Chuck Tardy included membership growth
in the Association. In 2000, we had 14
Divisions and 7 Interest Groups.

By 2009 two of those Interest Groups
grew to Divisional size bringing our totals
to 16 Divisions. Our membership numbers
in each of the 16 Divisions has increased
with all displaying healthy numbers.

After 2000, two of our Interest Groups
were dissolved. These Groups targeted
graduate students and directors of graduate
programs.

Although these Groups no longer exist in
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Beale Street is one of America’s
most famous musical streets.
Located in the heart of down-
town Memphis with 3 blocks of
more than 30 nightclubs, restau-
rants and retail shops. Music
includes traditional Blues,
Rhythm and Blues, Jazz and
Rock ’n’ Roll.



It’s time for you to start preparing for our
Memphis convention. Please remember
that there are two very important things

that you need to do immediately, if you are
planning to attend the convention.  

First, make your hotel reservations.  The
2010 SSCA convention is being held in the
wonderful Memphis Peabody hotel.  

This beautiful historic hotel is a favorite
of SSCA members; therefore, I expect that
the rooms will fill quickly.  

So beat the rush and get your room
before they are all taken. We have a great
rate at the hotel, but we have a limited num-
ber of rooms in our block (and when those
rooms are gone, we don’t have any more).  

Plus the deadline is early (March 7,
2010). After that date, the great rates will

disappear even if there are rooms available.
However, SSCA usually fills its hotel block
long before the deadline. 

So, PLEASE book your room now.  You
can book your room online by visiting our
website at http://ssca.net and clicking on
the convention information link.  

Page 3 of this newsletter and our Web

site details the instructions for booking
your rooms online.  

The special SSCA booking code 999572.
If you have any problems, questions, or if
you need reservation assistance, please con-
tact Peabody Memphis reservations direct-
ly at (901) 529-3620, Monday - Friday 8
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (CST).

Second, PLEASE pre-register for the
convention before the deadline of March 5,
2010.  

You’ll save money and help us make the
convention experience better for all.  

To pre-register, please visit our website
at http://ssca.net and click on the conven-
tion information link.

See you in Memphis at the beautiful his-
toric Peabody hotel. 
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JUST SAY NO 
TO THE HOTEL SERVICES FEE
AT THE PEABODY HOTEL?

Imagine that it is early April 2010 and
you are checking into the beautiful and
historic Peabody hotel. As an SSCA con-
ventioneer you can, if you wish, opt out
of the Hotel Services Fee (HSF) which is
charged in addition to your regular room
rates.  

What is the HSF? The HSF is current-
ly $9.95 per room per night and entitles
guests to wireless Internet access in guest
rooms, unlimited local phone calls and
800 number calls, complimentary use of
the health club, morning newspaper, shoe
shine (two per stay) and coffee service in
the lobby each morning at designated
hours. Guests who decline the HSF at
check in will pay standard services costs
for any/all of these services.  

It’s a great deal if you are going to use
the wireless Internet in your room every
day and the health club, but many of our
members may indeed prefer to just say
no to the HSF.

To opt out of the HSF, you must tell
the clerk at the front desk when you are
checking into the hotel. The HSF is
optional for our group but you must tell
the clerk (at check in) that you do not
want the HSF. 

Please note that the HSF is an all or
nothing deal. If you opt out at check in
then you cannot add the HSF later.

SSCA CONVENTION
REGISTRATION FEES

Pre-Registration Deadline is March 5.
(Please note that your membership 

must first be active before qualifying 
for the fees listed below.)

• Regular Members (see membership
costs below): Pre-register: $45; 
At Convention: $55
• Student Members (see membership

costs below): Pre-register: $25; 
At Convention: $30
• Undergraduate Honors

Conference Participants: Pre-register:
$50; At Convention:  $50
• Non-members: Pre-register: $65; 

At Convention: $80
Membership Categories 

LIFE: A one-time payment of $1,250
(or four consecutive payments of $325
equals a standing patron membership);
PATRON: An annual fee of $190 pro-
vides special support for SSCA, and
includes convention registration fee,
subscriptions to the four regional associ-
ation journals, and listing in the conven-
tion program; SUSTAINING: Annual
fee of $90 provides membership and
convention registration fee; REGU-
LAR: Annual fee of $50 provides mem-
bership privileges; and STUDENT:
Annual fee of $30 provides membership
privileges and is available only to full-
time students.

Memphis Convention Notes
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The Peabody Memphis Hotel Reservations
This page should answer many of your questions regarding hotel reservations, but if you
need further assistance please contact The Peabody Memphis Reservations directly 
at (901) 529-3620 Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (CST) with any and all questions. 

Be sure to review this entire page first, then navigate in your browser window to
http://www.peabodymemphis.com and click on the “Reservations” icon. 

BOOKING CODE
Enter the booking code

999572 into the “Group
Reservations” field in order to
book at the group rate and
click “Submit”

GROUP STAY INFORMATION
For Reservation Assistance

contact Peabody Memphis
Reservations directly at (901)
529-3620 Monday - Friday 8
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (CST). 
Guests wishing to stay

before April 7 or after April 11
must call Peabody Memphis
Reservations at (901) 529-
3620. 
Additional days are subject

to group rate availability. 

The group rates are:
• $175 Single or Double

occupancy

• $195 Triple occupancy
• $215 Quad occupancy 
Taxes are 15.95% per night.



How time flies when you are having
fun!  It is hard to believe that the
Theodore Clevenger Undergradu-

ate Honors Conference has been bringing
promising young scholars together with sea-
soned academics for twenty years.  

In this time many UHC participants have
gone on to find success in graduate school
and now mentor their own students. The
UHC has helped gifted undergraduates con-
nect with mentors and it has directly benefit-
ed our discipline through these relationships.

I encourage you to continue to support this
important conference by attending the pan-
els and interacting with these talented stu-
dents. 

The UHC participants will benefit from
your insightful and constructive comments
during the panel discussions. Many students

will also appreciate the opportunity to net-
work and explore potential graduate pro-
grams across the south.  

The Undergraduate Honors Conference
panels will be held on Friday April 9th and
Saturday April 10th , 2010.   

On Friday evening from 6:30 to 8 p.m.,

UHC participants and guests are invited to
attend a reception to commemorate the
UHC’s 20th anniversary sponsored by the
both the College of Humanities and Social
Sciences and the Graduate School at Sam
Houston State University.   

The annual UHC Breakfast will recognize
these young scholars and the Top Paper
recipient will be announced at this time.

You might consider welcoming an under-
graduate to the convention with a Caring
Connection. Writing a special personalized
note of encouragement on the back could be
very meaningful to these new scholars. 

Memphis is an exciting city with lots to
offer. During this convention, I hope you
will show these young scholars how take
advantage of the exchange of ideas, friend-
ship, camaraderie, and fun on Beale Street.  
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Undergraduate Honors Conference turns 20
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the formal sense, the Association supports
the research conducted by graduate students
as many are convention participants in panel
presentations and discussions and actively
author or co-authors with their professors in
research showcased at our conventions. 

We also host sessions are our convention
inviting students and prospective students to
meet and discuss graduate programs with
directors representing a variety of institu-
tions in the south.

A second leadership initiative was devot-
ed to continuing the presentation of high
quality research at our convention. This ini-
tiative dovetails with the first initiative. 

Simply compare the size of our conven-
tion programs over the past decade and you
will see evidence of how our Association
has grown. 

In 1999, we held a joint convention with
Central States Communication Association
and we had a good representation of SSCA
members participate. 

At the beginning of the new millennium
in 2000, 506 persons were scheduled in the
program. Tom Socha, our current Vice-
President and Program Planner reports 668
currently are programmed for our 2010 con-
vention. That’s a 25 percent increase over
the decade. 

To further indicate our growth, 139 pan-
els were scheduled for our 2000 convention
not including the Undergraduate Honors
Conference sessions. Compare that with our

2010 convention, where Socha promises a
selection from among 172 panels.

The robust increase in membership and
convention participation shows remarkable
growth considering the economic roller
we’ve experienced over the past decade. 

We have worked hard to plan quality con-
ventions that are worthwhile for members to
attend by offering contemporary themes
attracting diverse scholarly and pedagogical
discussion and outstanding plenary speakers
with only a slight increase in convention
registration fees. 

To reach out to persons new to SSCA,
we’ve held newcomers’ receptions at con-
ventions and provided ribbons people new
to the Association can wear on their conven-
tion badges. 

We all need to make sure when we see
one of those ribbons that we give the wear-
er a hearty Southern “hello.” 

As convention planner, I invited persons
new to the Southern region to participate on
panels. 

My convention theme in 2009 focused on
collaboration. Many panels reflected the
exposure of SSCA to non-members as they
featured the collaborative efforts of mem-
bers with non-members. While we weath-
ered some storms in the administration of
our finances, I am happy to report that the
Association is financially sound.  

Additionally, eight of our awards now are
fully endowed at least at the $5,000 level,
thanks to the leadership efforts of Frances
Brandau-Brown who introduced the Caring
Connections program. 

What a wonderful way to provide a trib-

ute to a beloved friend and colleague.
Recently, I was asked to describe our tradi-
tion of honoring our colleagues with the
“hands” at a leadership meeting held at
another convention.

Many of our members are promoting the
introduction of a second journal to be pub-
lished by the Association. 

After negotiation with Taylor and
Frances, five issues of Southern
Communication Journal will be published
per year for 2010 and 2011. 

In 2010, the additional issue offers
research that is qualitative in nature. Ken
Cissna, the editor of this special issue, was
overwhelmed with submitted work, thus
supporting the need for a journal devoted to
qualitative studies. The Publications
Committee continues discussion with
Taylor and Frances in exploring the possi-
bilities of a second journal.

In April, we will be celebrating the  80th
anniversary of the founding of the
Association.  

Make your travel plans now. We promise
stimulating conversation and all Memphis
has to offer including great barbecue, muse-
ums, the music of Beale Street and a beauti-
ful venue, The Peabody Hotel. 

This is a beautifully appointed hotel that
surely won’t disappoint you. I strongly
encourage you to support the Association by
reserving your rooms at the Peabody as we
have a room block obligation and financial-
ly it is in the best interest of the Association
that all these rooms are sold. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you in
Memphis!

President
Continued from page 11
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Editing a journal is great fun. It’s
interesting to have the opportunity
to read outside my own narrow

interests and inspiring to see how much
smart work is out there. 

It’s satisfying to be part of bringing
good work to publication. And I love
being told that people are proud of the
journal.

Editing is deeply collaborative. SCJ
depends most of all on the support of the
association. 

In addition, I am constantly impressed
by the quality of the people at Taylor and
Francis, all of whom are a joy to work
with. 

I depend on Sam Perry, my Editorial
Administrator, and on his Editorial
Assistant, Jay Reynolds Patterson.  

I am grateful for the support of my
department, which provides me with the

opportunity to do the work.
But I am most dependent on the mem-

bers of the editorial board, and on those
who, while not on the board, agree to
review manuscripts. As Editor, the thing
that has surprised me most is the number
of people who have written to thank me
for the timeliness and quality of the
reviews they received. 

This is all the more gratifying because
many of these people have had their work

rejected for publication in SCJ. Certainly,
this speaks well of the authors. And I have
been blessed by cooperative and generous
authors. But it also speaks well of the
reviewers.

Reviewing is hard work. It is work that
is done by people who are already busy
and who have many other demands on
their time.  It is uncompensated work.
And I think it is work that this editorial
board and other reviewers do superlative-
ly well. 

So while you’re in Memphis, if you see
a member of the editorial board, or if you
know someone who has reviewed for the
journal, take a minute and thank them. 

They don’t get ribbons to wear at con-
ferences, and they don’t get much other
recognition. But no editor could do their
job without them. And they should know
that their work is appreciated. 

Editing journal: ‘Deeply collaborative’ effort

The annual convention in Memphis
is almost here. I am confident that
you are as excited about it as I am. 

For me, the convention is like a family
reunion (in a good way) held at a theme
park. It is a wonderful time to reconnect
with colleagues, threaten to begin (or fin-
ish) research projects, and compare the
operations of our respective institutions. 

The positive feelings aroused as we are
reunited with our academic family mem-
bers are truly exhilarating. 

And just when you think it cannot get
better, it does. Why? Because you have
the opportunity to experience the joy of
reunion in the context of presentations
from seasoned scholars to bright under-
graduate students – refreshing the passion
for the study of communication within
each of us. 

This academic family reunion is held
within an amazing city filled with a host
of activities, restaurants to try, and revel-
ry to engage in. 

It is reminiscent of a theme park’s blur
of faces, sounds, and attractions that cul-

minate in a wonderful experience. 
But you don’t have to leave the conven-

tion area to see attractions – they are right
here for you. How, you might ask? The
exhibits, of course.

Our exhibitors are simply amazing.
They provide the opportunity to browse
the latest book selections within your spe-
cific interest area, talk with the represen-
tatives about innovative book ideas that
you may have, or become inspired by a
new approach for your classroom. 

And all of those academic journals.
Truly we are in an academic utopia as we
can explore journals that may be outside
our traditional purview.

But it is not enough for you to simply
be attending the convention and looking
at the exhibits – I want you to become an
exhibitor. That’s right – your program in
the spotlight. 

Does your program offer a master’s or
doctorate? When you consider the number
of high caliber undergraduates that will
attend the convention, what better expo-
sure could you ask for? 

Perhaps your program has an innova-
tive service learning or research project
underway that you could showcase. 

There is still time for your program to
be highlighted, and like a theme park, I
am offering an Internet coupon just for
you. 

E-mail or call me today to take advan-
tage of special exhibitor rates – just
because the budget is tight does not mean
the public relations for your program can
not continue. 

Be an active part of the academic
reunion this year – celebrate with all of us
as we exchange ideas and program infor-
mation, and visit your exhibit.

Exhibits offer great books, journals, publicity
KKEELLLLII

FELLOWS
Marketing Director

Southern States
Communication

Association
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Check out the SSCA Web site for updated 
association information at: www.ssca.net



Teaching the Course on Conflict Management (McCorkle &
Reese), Developing Positive Communication Curriculum
(Socha at al.), Building an Individual Strengths Curriculum in
Communication (Duncan & McClendon), GIFTS, and more.  

In Memphis we will birth a new SSCA Interest Group: Ethics
and Philosophy of Communication as well as hear their first
words in a panel. 

At this year’s awards lunch we will cheer winners and hear a
funny and memorable address: The Laughter of God: Toward a
Rhetoric of Good Humor (Dr. Terry Lindvall).  

Be sure to get those SSCA awards luncheon tickets early
before they sell out. 

In Memphis, we will join in the Turner and Tardy Dialogues:
Chuck Tardy and Kathie Turner will lead dialogues with our
graduate students and early career faculty about how SSCA
might better serve their needs and will be joined by NCA
President Dawn Braithwaite and Brad Mello (NCA Education). 

I hope that all graduate students and early career faculty come
to Memphis with their ideas and wish lists. 

Besides keeping your minds happy, we of course want to keep
the rest of you happy by: eating the BBQ of the GODS (Prefer
dry? Head to Rendezvous. Like wet? Head to Corky’s), listen-
ing to music of KINGs (Elvis and BB), and watching the march-
ing, happy Peabody Ducks. 

So, be sure to “go the distance” to Memphis in lucky April 7
to 11 to sing the Blues and be happy with us at SSCA.  

My thanks to all the Memphis co-program planners, presen-
ters, officers, local arrangements folks and more, but I want to
offer a very special thanks to our outgoing Executive Director,
Emmett Winn, whose work on behalf of SSCA has been a won-
derful model of positive communication. 

Emmet is most deserving of our thanks, lots of high-fives,
and as much beer as he wants from us all!

Due to the generosity of SSCA mem-
bers, I am pleased to report that
there are only two rewards remain-

ing not currently funded at the $5,000 level. 
This year the Resource Development

Committee (RDC) is working to fund the
Outreach Award. The current balance of
the Outreach Award is $575. 

This award honors SSCA members who
have made significant contributions to the
profession by facilitating the success and
access of under-represented populations or
the integration of specific groups of stu-
dents, professionals, or scholars into the
communication discipline or professional
organizations.

You can help fund this award in two
ways: either by a direct contribution to the
award fund (on your membership form) or
through your support of Caring Connec-
tions. 

Since its inception in 2002, members of
the association have honored friends and
colleagues with Caring Connections. 

Recipients of this honor are always
delighted to learn that a colleagues or
friends have honored them in this way. 

Please consider showing a friend or col-
league how much you care by sending a
Caring Connection. 

Direct donations and Caring Connections

purchases are both tax deductible.
To purchase Caring Connections, please

fill out the order form on Page 7 and mail
by 9 March 2010. 

Pre-convention orders will be waiting
with your recipients’ nametags when they
arrive at the convention. 

Caring Connections will also be avail-
able for purchase at the convention during
for the purchaser to deliver to those s/he
wishes to honor.

At the request of the Executive Council,
the RDC is also considering ways to raise
support for the Clevenger Undergraduate
Honors Conference. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to this
effort can do so on the membership form.
Anyone with fundraising suggestions can
contact any member of the RDC.

Thanks for your support of the associa-
tion and the awards.

6

SPRING 2010SSCA CONNECTIONS

Outreach award needs contributions from members

Memphis
Continued from page 11
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Memphis Rock ’n’ Soul Museum where you can feel
the beat and discover the story of Memphis music
and its unique impact on worldwide culture. Told as
only the Smithsonian can, you'll hear the sound-
track of your life. Personal CD audio guide with
every admission to the museum.
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CARING CONNECTIONS PRE-SALE ORDER FORM

PPlleeaassee  ccoommpplleettee  tthhiiss  oorrddeerr  ffoorrmm  aanndd  rreettuurrnn  iitt  ttoo  TToodddd  LLeeee  GGooeenn,,  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn
SSttuuddiieess,,  CClleemmssoonn  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  BBooxx  334400553333,,  CClleemmssoonn,,  SSCC  2299663344--00553333,,  wwiitthh  aa  cchheecckk  ffoorr  yyoouurr  oorrddeerr..  CCaarriinngg
CCoonnnneeccttiioonnss  aarree  $$55  eeaacchh  aanndd  yyoouu  wwiillll  rreecceeiivvee  aa  ttaaxx  rreecceeiipptt..  PPrree--ccoonnvveennttiioonn  oorrddeerrss  mmuusstt  bbee  rreecceeiivveedd  bbyy  MMaarrcchh  99
iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  pprroocceesssseedd  aanndd  wwaaiittiinngg  ffoorr  yyoouurr  hhoonnoorreeee  wwhheenn  ss//hhee  aarrrriivveess  aatt  tthhee  ccoonnvveennttiioonn..  YYoouu  mmaayy  ppuurrcchhaassee
aanndd  ddeelliivveerr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  CCaarriinngg  CCoonnnneeccttiioonnss  aatt  tthhee  ccoonnvveennttiioonn..  PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  CCaarriinngg  CCoonnnneeccttiioonnss  aarree  ddiissttrriibbuutteedd
ttoo  ccoonnvveennttiioonn  aatttteennddeeeess  oonnllyy..  IIff  yyoouu  wwiisshh  ttoo  hhoonnoorr  ssoommeeoonnee  nnoott  iinn  aatttteennddaannccee,,  yyoouu  mmaayy  mmaaiill  tthhee  hhoonnoorr  yyoouurrsseellff..

YYoouurr  NNaammee::

EE--mmaaiill::  

YYoouurr  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  AAffffiilliiaattiioonn::

Honoree’s Name Honoree’s University Affiliation

Number purchased: _________ X $5 = $_____________

Please make check payable to Southern States Communication Association
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Many SSCA members favor electronic 
versions of newsletters rather than paper
copies. One popular reason for relinquishing
the paper version is Green.  
By forgoing your paper copy of this

newsletter, you help SSCA cut down on its
use of paper products.  
When SSCA uses less paper, it helps to 

protect our natural resources and cuts down on
the waste and pollution associated with the 
manufacture of paper products.  
It also reduces the inevitable disposal of 

hundreds of copies of this newsletter as garbage —
the end result for most paper used in the USA. 
If you would like to stop receiving your paper copy

of this newsletter, simply e-mail director@ssca.net
and let us know.  
If you want to continue receiving your paper

newsletter then do nothing. 
We are happy to continue sending it to you.

This newsletter is GARBAGE!


