MASS COMMUNICATION DIVISION
John D. Bloodworth, Vice-Chair Elect

The Mass Communication Division invites papers and panel proposals in the field of mass communication for the 92nd meeting of the Southern States Communication Association.  Papers and panels addressing the convention’s theme, “Resilience Through Resistance,” are specifically welcome. The years 2020 and 2021 contained a number of traumatic events, such as the deaths of George Floyd and Brionna Taylor by the police.  All of our lives were impacted by these and other events, hence the conference’s theme. Our division should dedicate at least one panel to addressing the conference theme.  We are also encouraged to explore creating division/interest group co-sponsored panels that are directly tied to and capture the spirit of this year’s theme. 

In addition to traditional panels of papers, our VP is interested in workshops and interactive programs that maximize opportunities to address the theme and/or contemporary communication issues in ways that encourage professional development.

Please bear in mind that divisions have been asked to avoid creating panels where most or all of the panelists/presenters are from the same college or university. This helps promote intellectual and institutional diversity,

Anonymous Review: All papers submitted should follow standard procedures for removing any
information that identifies the author and/or the home location within the paper and within any document metadata. Our Division reserves the right to reject any papers not following these standards.

Audio-Visual Support: To maintain affordable conference rates, audio-visual support is limited. It must be requested only if needed with supporting rationale, and should be part of the submission to the Mass Communication division planner, John D. Bloodworth jbloodworth@uwf.edu.  Requests will be considered, and are not guaranteed.

Panel Proposals: Best practices in the interest of divisions is to submit a proposal with a diverse panel, comprised of individuals representing different institutions, and where possible and relevant, potential new members.




PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION

Ideas for panels may also be submitted which will be peer reviewed. Panels may be co- sponsored with other divisions. Please include the names and affiliations of all those who would be participating in the panel. 
The Mass Communication Division is also soliciting proposals for multi-media showcases, presentations and other innovative discussion formats. 
Students submitting papers should indicate “Student” status on the paper’s header. 
Paper submissions should be no more than 25 pages, including references, tables and figures. 
Papers must include a 75-100 word abstract. Papers should be written so as to make sure the author’s identity remains hidden for the purpose of anonymous review. Panel submissions should be in the format consistent with recent SSCA programs for the annual convention. The Mass Communication Division limits authors to one first-author submission with unlimited second-author submissions. All work submitted for review must be the original work of the author(s) and must not have been previously published or presented at any other conference/convention. Also, papers submitted to the Mass Communications Division may not be simultaneously submitted to any other division of SSCA. Any paper found in violation of these guidelines will be removed from consideration. 
Paper and panel submissions must be submitted to the online submission system by midnight CST on October 1, 2021 at the following link: https://www.xcdsystem.com/ssca/member









