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DaLLAS Rounbpup

By Dr. Charles Tardy, President (charles.tardy@usm.edu)

hough perhaps obvious to those in

attendance, I'm happy to report that
our ‘Texas convention was a resounding
success. With 546 registered participants,
turnout matched or slightly eclipsed Baton
Rouge’s. Not counting our joint conventions
with the Central States Communication
Associaton, the nuniber of individuals
included in the program was the highest
since 1998. The new features of our con-
vention proved quite successful. A large
audience for a plenary session heard Rod
Hart overview his systematic research on
the language used by our presidents. The
breakfast discussions drew almost maxi-
mum attendance despite their 8:00 a.m.
start times. With the exception of one
that was cancelled, the workshops all had
moderate to high attendance and were
deemed successful by their leaders. Next
year’s convention should include similar
programs in the form of short courses, as
are offered at the convention of the
National Communication Association.

"The regular features of our convention

were also successful. Spirited but earnest

discussions of association issues occurred
during the executive council and the gen-
eral business meetings. Six members
received association awards for outstand-
ing accomplishinents while 38 received
recognition from the divisions and interest
groups. Another large cohort of under-
graduates presented papers, made new

friends, and reminded us why we are

CHARLES
TARDY

teachers.

However, the most important events
for many conventioneers may not be
reflected above. The most memorable
episode may have been a debate that con-
tinued long after a program, dinner with
old friends and new, a compliment given
or received in the hallway between ses-
sions, epiphanies during conversations
over breakfast, a penetrating comment or
question asked about a presentation, etc.
These are the real reasons our meetings
are successful, and why the members of
our association will work diligentdy over
the next year to ensure that we have these
opportunities in Louisville.

Coming Up in
Spring Issue
8

5

g

RUSHING FUNDRAISER SURPASSES GOAL!

By Dr. Mike Osborn (mesborn1@bellsouth.net)

‘The exceptional success of the

fundraising campaign is simply one
more measure among many of the incredi-
ble impact of Janice’s tragically shortened
life. Many people sensed the appropriate-
ness of the award as a celebration of the
meaning of her life. Each spring as we
offer this encouraging award to young and
promising scholars, we will remember her
venturesome work at the intersection of
mythology, rhetoric, feminist theory, and
popular culture. The Janice Hocker
Rushing Early Career Research Award will
forever associate her mewnory with the

dawning of scholarly promise. Janice
would have been pleased.

Many people worked hard to write let-
ters and make telephone calls to raise this
money. I am sure they will agree that it
was easy to work for Janice. Among them
conspicuously were members who agreed
to serve on the fundraising committee: Art

Bochner, Tom Frentz, and Kathy Turner.
Ennnett Winn was always there for us

JANICE HOCKER
RusHING

with a helpful suggestion and friendly
encouragement. He helped smooth over
the rough places.

continued on page seven
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PAsT PRESIDENT CISSNA CALLS FOR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AND
ACCOUNTABILITY IN SSCA
By Ken Cissna, Past President (kcissna®una.cas.ust.edu)

KEN CissNaA

Twenry years ago, SSCA president Keith
Erickson wrote an article similar to this
one for the SSCA newsletter about the impor-
tance of being involved in our regional associ-
adons. Undl then, I had never presented a
paper at SSCA and rarely attended the annual
convendon. I had been much more involved
in SCA and ICA. That year, I submitted a
paper and volunteered to review papers. The
next year, I submitted another paper and
served as a respondent. Now I'm writing a
column as “immediate past president.”

"Two events of my presidential year sur-
prised me and many others, and our officers
and members responded with dedication,
flexibility, and good humor. Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, and Wilma devastated signifi-
cant sections of our region, disrupting the
lives of many of our members and officers,
and affecting the submission of papers and
programs. Vice President Chuck Tardy and
his planners coped exceptionally well, and
the outstanding series of programs on crisis
communication and the hurricanes was surely

an examnple of receiving lemons and making
lemonade.

The transition between Executive
Directors also presented unexpected chal-
lenges, and, again, I was very impressed with
the devotion and professionalism of the offi-
cers who shaped SSCA’s response. 1 hope we
learn two interrelated lessons from these
events: First, the importance of developing
and maintaining structures that require that
we submit full and accurate information,
financial and other, to the scrutiny of others.
Second, and far more importantly, that SSCA
officers and members develop and maintain a
culture in which insisting on receiving that
information and reviewing it carefully are
seen as ways to love and serve our
Association and our field.

In the next two decades, I hope each of
you will find the satisfaction that I know
Keith and I and many others have received

from contributing to the continuing success
of SSCA.

GET A Room, WiLL YA?

By J. Emmett Winn, Executive Director (director@ssca.net)

SCA secures low convention hotel rates

by contracting to fill a certain number of
rooms in the convention hotel. The way we
receive credit for our members at the hotel is
by having members use the special SSCA
code when booking reservations. If we fail to
reach the contracted number of rooms then
the association must pay thousands of dollars
in penalties to the hotel, a situation that we
could not afford.

In the past, our members have experi-
enced many problems with making reserva-
tions at our conventon hotels. This causes
frustration for all of us. But this year, I've
been working with the wonderful folks at the
Louisville Marriott Downtown since April to
insure that the reservation problems are min-
imized. We have a dedicated reservations
website that is accessible through our official
association website http://ssca.net. Several of

our members tested the dedicated reserva-
tions site and it worked superbly.

Please visit our dedicated reservations
website and make your reservations early.
We have a fabulous rate ($139 for a single
and $149 for double/triple/quad per night) at
a beautiful and nearly brand new hotel in the
heart of thriving downtown Louisville. You
will love this hotel and the wonderful attrac-
tions, restaurants, and bars that are accessible
via a short walk through the covered pedes-
trian bridge. I think it’s the best convention
hotel we've had in years.

Also, when you book your reservations be
sure to keep the confirmation number and
bring it with you to the convention. Having
that number when you check in at the hotel
can help you quickly resolve any reservations
problems onsite.



THEODORE CLEVENGER UNDERGRADUATE HONORS CONFERENCE IN
CoOMMUNICATION 2007 CALL FOR PAPERS

DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 16, 2006
By Jerry Hale, Vice President Elect (fhale@uga.edu)

Undergraduate students are encouraged to submit
papers for the Theodore Clevenger Undergraduate
Honors Conference (UHC) to be held in conjunction
with the 2007 Southern States Communication
Association (SSCA) convention March 28 - April 1, 2007
in the Marriott Hotel Downtown in Louisville, Kentucky.

Papers are welcome across the many areas, topics, the-
ories, and methodologies of communication study. Papers
may, but need not necessarily, deal with the conference
theme, “Relationships and Cominunities in the Digital
Age.”

Any currently enrolled undergraduate student is eligi-
ble to submit a paper. Although single- and multiple-
authored papers are welcoine, one student must be desig-
nated as the submitting/presenting author of each paper
and no student may present more than one paper.

The author of the top paper will receive a cash award
of $100 and a plaque. All UHC participants will be the
guests of SSCA at an Undergraduate Honors Conference
Awards Breakfast.

Papers must be double-spaced in 12-point font with
one inch minimum margins. Submissions should not
exceed 25 pages (including all references, figures, tables,
and appendices), should avoid sexist language, and should
include an abstract of 100-150 words. Except for the dtle
page, the identity of the author(s) or the author(s)’s insti-
tution should not appear anywhere in the paper.

Submission of a paper implies the author's commit-
ment to attend the Louisville conference if the paper is
selected for presentation. All UHC authors are expected
to support SSCA by registering for the conference and
paying the $50 UHC registration fee, which includes
UHC and SSCA convention registration, admission to the
UHC Awards Breakfast, and one issue each of the
Southern Comununication Journal and of SSCA's newslet-
ter Connections.

Papers should be submitted by the author(s) and not
by a student’s professor. Papers should be submitted elec-

tronically as e-mail attachments to jhale@uga.edu. The
subject line of the email should contain the phrase “UHC
Paper Submission.” The e-mail message to which an
electronic copy of the paper is attached must contain: (a)
a submission letter in which the student requests that the
paper be reviewed for the Undergraduate Honors
Conference; (b) the dtle of the paper; (c) the name, mail-
ing address, telephone number, e-mail address, and school
affiliation of the author; and (d) a statement that explains
any audio-visual equipment that is essential for presenting
the paper. (Please Note: AV equipment is expensive, diffi-
cult to procure and often unreliable at the convention
site. It should be requested only when absolutely essen-
tial) Authors whose papers deal with the conference
theme should state this in the submission letter. All sub-
missions are assumed to be original. If work has been
published or previously presented to a professional meet-
ing the publication outlet and/or professional meeting
should be noted in the submission letter. SSCA reserves
the right to disqualify any paper where reason exists to
suspect plagiarism.

Submit a paper by attaching it in Microsoft Word or
Word Perfect format to an e-mail message to:
jhale@uga.edu Direct questions Dr. Jerold L. Hale,
SSCA VP-Elect and UHC Director at: jhale@uga.edu

ARE YOU “LoST IN
[CYBER]|SPACE™?

lease help us keep your membership information cur-

rent by emailing to us any changes in your postal or
email addresses. Also, if you have not received any infor-
mational emails from us recently, we may not have an
email address for you on file. A quick email from your
preferred email account to director@ssca.net with your
name, postal address, and email address will enable us to
keep members in good standing from being lost in
“cyberspace” (a situation where we no longer have your
current email address).
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SSCA LouisviLLE 2007: WINN, PLACE AND SHOW!

By Craig Allen Smith, Vice President (ca.smith@ncsu.edu)

he Louisville Downtown Marriott is the site for our
2007 convention, March 28th-April Ist. Our theme

of “Relationships and Communities in the Digital Age”
will encourage us to explore not only the emerging com-
munication forms and technologies, but also the changing
nature of traditional communication. H. L. (Bud)
Goodall, Director of the Hugh Downs School of
Communication at Arizona State University, will deliver
the Plenary Session lecture, “The Scholar as Detective.”
The Keynote Address, “Bird by Bird,” will be delivered
by Martha Watson, Iinmediate Past President of the
National Communication Association and Dean of the
Greenspun College of Urban Affairs at the University of
Nevada Las Vegas. Although we will be in Louisville
prior to the Kentucky Derby, our site visit convinced me
to bet on this convention Winn, Place and Show.

WINN: Some 31 years in SSCA have shown me the
importance of an excellent Executive Director, and
Emmett Winn is quickly becoming the best we have ever
had. He reads the fine print in our contracts, he establish-
es and maintains good relations with the hotel staff, he
learns from our best executive directors and aims to serve
the membership, the Finance Committee and the
Executive Coinmittee. Emmett, Jennifer Johnson and
their assistants at Auburn will work diligently and well to
make this a smooth and enjoyable convention for all of us.

PLACE: Frankly, I expected Louisville to be a fairly
typical SSCA venue — nice hotel at a good rate, some
restaurants and some planned fun. Wow. Have you been
to Louisville lately? Indeed we do have a nice hotel at a
good rate — a block away from the 4th Street Live area of
restaurants, music and fun
(they even have a Borders
if the excitement proves a
little too much). We
walked to both the
! Louisville Slugger Factory
5 and Museum and the new
Muhammad Ali Center
that focuses not only on
his athletic achievements
but on ways for each of us
to overcome challenges
and becoine the kind of
people we aspire to be. An
inexpensive cab ride took
us to Churchill Downs,
where museum and tours
are available even when
races are not. In short, it
seems to me that it has
been several years since we
have had a hotel this nice
situated so near this many

interesting attracdons.

SHOW: Yes, “The Show” is us. You can bet on us to
show up, and you can bet that our programs will provide
a good show. The deadline for submitting panels and
papers is not until September 15th
(htep://www.ssca.net/convention-info/2007/division-
cfp.php), but some elements are in place:

Keynote speaker Martha Watson returns to us as a
Past-President of SSCA and NCA and as Past-Editor of
the Southern Communication Journal and the Quarterly
Journal of Speech. Throughout her distinguished career
at Auburn, Maryland and UNLYV, Martha has always chal-
lenged us to reach higher and to demand more of our-
selves and one another.

Bud Goodall is the author of 15 books and more than
40 articles and chapters. He shaped and led departments
at Alabama-Huntsville, Clemson and the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro prior to leading the Hugh
Downs School.  He is one of those rare people who sees
things that others miss, and his latest book, A Need to
Know (2006), is one of the most moving books I have
ever read.

Many of us first saw “Louisville” on a Louisville
Slugger baseball bat, and the historian Jacques Barzun
once wrote that anyone who would understand the
United States needs to understand baseball. Ed Pappas,
Professor Emeritus at Wayne State University and co-
author of the baseball history They Tasted Glory, will
host a panel on baseball narratives in American culture. I
hope to have a similar program on the Kentucky Derby,
possibly at Churchill Downs, and a program on
Muhammad Ali.

It is also my fervent hope that we will be able to offer
a series of workshops and short courses at this year’s con-
vendon. Plans are in the works for one devoted to SACS
reviews and accreditation, and I would like to see sessions
for those interested in preparing for positions of depart-
mental leadership.

Vice-President-Elect Jerrold Hale is planning this
year’s Theodor Clevenger, Jr. Undergraduate Honors
Conference. He is going to take several new steps this
year that are sure to excite the students. So please encour-
age your students to submit the papers that you think
deserve to be recognized.

In short, I am very excited about the potential for our
Louisville convention. In the final analysis, of course, it
will come down to the papers and program ideas that you
submit and to your attendance. So plan now to join us
March 28-April 1 at the Louisville Downtown Marriott
because if we adjourn without you, you might be the
April fool.






